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The permanent home of the Collins project at FTDNA is at: familytreedna.com/groups/collins. 

 

The project uses three websites. There is the basic FTDNA website ("FTDNA website"). There 

is also a website owned by the project administrator, not FTDNA ("project website").  

A third website ("support website"), also owned by the project administrator, is utilized specifically 

to hold detailed illustrated aids that are shared across multiple projects. 

 

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/about
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/about
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QUICK TOUR OF THE FTDNA WEBSITE 
 

SIGN IN to your FTDNA account. Look for myProjects on your account dashboard in the sidebar. 

The projects you have joined are listed there. Click on Collins when you find it.  

 

This will take you to the Activity Feed View of our FTDNA website, which is shown on the next 

page. 

At the top of the Activity Feed is a pinned PROJECT ESSENTIALS post. This is a VERY short 

summary of the same information in this document.  

In the Activity Feed, you can post questions and comments.  You can even post an image of a 

genealogy document you might be having trouble reading, and ask for other eyes to look at it. 

 

Now pay attention to the menu in the left sidebar.  See the figure on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/sign-in
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The About Menu gives you access to the Project Overview, Project Background, Project Goals, 

Results, quick News blurbs, and bulletins that are private to the project and accessible only when 

logged in.  The Overview is the home page of the project at FTDNA and was probably the first 

page you saw when you found the project. Background gives some project history. Goals describes 

what the project is trying to do. 

Pay attention to Results from the About Menu.  It is a detailed tutorial on how to read the 

spreadsheet of DNA Results which you click from the left sidebar. Then click Colorized Chart.  

 

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/about/results
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/about/results
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     Make sure you are able to find your kit number and your cluster on the Y 

DNA Results spreadsheet. Be able to identify your cluster number, the SNP 

sequence describing your cluster, and any further information in the label. 

Now go back to the left sidebar.  The FAQ holds details on project eligibility, links to tips on how 

to create or upload a family tree, fill in your earliest known paternal ancestor and country of origin, 

and much more.   

 

Now from the left sidebar, click LINKS. Our Project website URL is listed near the top. Click to 

visit the project website at collins.dnagen.org. 

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/links
http://collins.dnagen.org/
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/links
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QUICK TOUR OF THE PROJECT WEBSITE 
 

The project website (collins.dnagen.org) is not an FTDNA website, but is the property of the 

Collins project administrator. 

     The most important area for our purposes is the DNA Portal. From here you 

can access a DNA tutorial.  The portal also has a section on our project 

haplogroups. It contains advanced analysis of Y DNA results for those of you 

participating at expert level. The portal goes into detail analyzing your STR 

markers more extensively; looks at your SNP haplotree, and maps out your 

relationships to your matches. The content of the website depends almost 

entirely on how extensively you as a project member are willing to participate. 

 
For those new to DNA and Y-DNA testing, the DNA Tutorial can be helpful.  Currently, it is 

divided into five parts.  Part 3 teaches basic Y-DNA terminology for genetic genealogy and deals 

with understanding and navigating your Y DNA results at FTDNA.  

 

While you are waiting for new Y DNA results to process, skim over part 3 so you’ll have some idea 

of what to expect. Once your Y DNA results are in, review them with part 3 open in another 

browser window, so you can identify everything you see in your account and then see how your 

results compare with those in the examples. 

 

 

http://collins.dnagen.org/
http://collins.dnagen.org/
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq#participationlevel
http://collins.dnagen.org/dna/faq.html
http://collins.dnagen.org/dna/faq03.html
http://collins.dnagen.org/dna/
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http://collins.dnagen.org/dna/faq03.html
https://collins.dnagen.org/dna/faq04.html
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The next major part of the DNA Portal is the haplogroup section. If you are participating at expert 

level, clicking on your haplogroup will lead to further details. 

 

 

https://collins.dnagen.org/dna/haplogroups/
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     Content on the haplogroup pages is designed to help you understand your Y 

results in a larger context. You don’t need to be a DNA expert! Just participate 

at expert level. Then, we can publish more analysis. Without expert level 

participants, your haplogroup pages may not show much information or may not 

exist at all.  

Here are examples of the additional data that expert level participants get for their cluster and 

haplogroup: 

SNP Calendar / Timeline:  

This utility shows your Y 

SNP haplotree, similar to 

FTDNA’s Y haplotree.  Our 

pages show additional 

ISOGG long form data if it is 

available, as well as common 

ancestor time estimates. 

Known lineages in the project 

are marked with a red L. 

 You can change your view to 

turn off the ISOGG long 

forms. 

 

Numbered markers.  Markers are numbered so you can easily look them up.  In addition, they are 

color coded all the way out to 111 according to their relative volatility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq#participationlevel
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq#participationlevel
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     Data are tagged by project member number so that FTDNA kit numbers 

are not used. When you agree to participate at expert level you are assigned that 

number. 

 

Analysis of extra markers.  For those 

who have taken Big Y, there are 

hundreds of extra markers that can 

be analyzed and compared beyond 

the basic 111. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehensive Genetic 

Distance and TMRCA Tables.   

Genetic Distances of expert 

level participants in the same 

haplogroup can be presented in 

a summary table.   

You look at your record to 

compare your genetic distances 

with others in your haplogroup.  

Genetic distances are color 

coded for relative relatedness. 

Similarly, Times to Most 

Recent Common Ancestor can 

be presented in a 

comprehensive table as a range 

of generations within a 5% - 

95% probability range.  
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The project also illustrates the progression of your SNP subclades geographically with maps that 

approximate locations of SNP movement. 

 

The project links pedigrees with haplogroups.  The individual project members participating at 

expert level also have published pedigrees. Clicking on a project member number on a haplogroup 

page redirects to that member’s pedigree. 

Our Pedigree Index is 

alphabetized by Earliest 

Known Paternal Ancestor. 

 

     This is how we 

link pedigrees to Y 

SNP branches.  

https://collins.dnagen.org/pedigrees/
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     At the time you agree to be become an expert level participant, you choose 

whether or not to publish a contact email on your pedigree page. Providing an 

email may give distant relatives an opportunity to contact you directly. 

 

     Projects are about sharing data and information and collaborating as we 

compare our results. Please consider becoming an EXPERT LEVEL 

participant, which can help you better view and understand your results in the 

context of your participating matches. Otherwise, WHY are you in this project?? 
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Now, go back to the Collins project at FTDNA, and locate the FAQ in the left menu bar.  Click 

the FAQ for the final part of the tour.  

QUICK TOUR OF THE SUPPORT WEBSITE 
 

The FAQ at FTDNA contains the following notice: 

The FAQ contains tips for setting up your FTDNA account. As you scroll down the FAQ, you will 

see links that take you to dnagen.org, the project administrator’s support website.  

 
At the top of each help page at dnagen.org, you’ll see the title FTDNA ACCOUNT SETUP HELP. This 

is followed by a reminder in red that the website is not a property of FTDNA. 

 

 

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq
http://dnagen.org/ftdnafaq/
http://dnagen.org/ftdnafaq/
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/collins/faq
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If you click BACK TO HOME, that will take you to the main page with a menu of account setup help 

tips. So you can access the help tips directly from dnagen.org/ftdnafaq/. You do not even need to go 

through the FAQ at FTDNA. 

 
These pages have detailed illustrated instructions on setting up your account. 

 

This concludes the basic tour. The remaining pages contain additional 

information on project participation that we hope are helpful. 

  

http://dnagen.org/ftdnafaq/
http://dnagen.org/ftdnafaq/
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NAME MAINTENANCE.  The tester’s name in the account First and Last Name fields should 

ALWAYS contain the real name of the tester. The Last Name field should contain ONLY the last 

name!! 

If you are monitoring the account of a relative, put your name in the Middle Name field starting 

with C/O. 

 

For example:   John C/O Jane Smith Collins 

 

EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE.  When emailing the project administrator, ALWAYS 

 

Put COLLINS PROJECT on the subject line of your email. 

Add your FTDNA account number to the subject line if you are a project member. 
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For example:   COLLINS PROJECT #abcdef 

Do this even with email you are forwarding!! 

This way your email may be seen in a SPAM folder and rescued.  

It is also easy for the project administrator to search for your correspondence at a later date to 

refresh the memory on our prior conversations.  It also makes it easy for YOU to find and file all 

our correspondence in one place. 

 

 

ORGANIZATION.  Like the family photo album, your DNA results are an inheritable family 

heirloom.  Someday, one of your inheritors will be interested in your discoveries. For their sake, 

please preserve all information about your DNA testing and results. The following 

recommendations are just one way you can go about it. Do it your way, but do it! 

 

     Fill in a beneficiary in your FTDNA account. See the Beneficiary dashboard on the next page. 

Enter the beneficiary’s name, phone, and email. 
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     File your email correspondence with the 

project in a dedicated email folder.   

Create a file on your computer where you 

keep your surname project research. Name it 

something like COLLINSPROJECT or 

COLLINSDNA or whatever makes sense to 

you. 

To that file, add: 

 

- Your FTDNA account number and password. 

- Your email address you are using for that account. 

- The password of your email program. 

- Your account beneficiary. 

- The URL of the COLLINS project at FTDNA. 

- The URL of our external project website. 

- Project administrator name and email. 
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- Your expert level project 

member number (if 

applicable). 

     If you do not download 

your email to your computer, 

and then your access to your 

web-based email is cut off, 

you will lose your project 

correspondence. 

     If you download your 

email, but don’t keep separate 

physical backups of your 

computer, you will lose 

project-related information 

when your hard drive fails. 

     Do not rely solely on the 

Internet to maintain hard copy 

backups of your computer.  

You might lose access to that 

storage space. Use portable 

thumb drives or external drives to maintain copies. 

If you can, print out: 

- Your COLLINSPROJECT file 

- Your FTDNA purchase receipts 

- Welcome email and this manual if possible. 

Staple these papers together and store them in a file drawer where you keep other important 

physical papers, 

This concludes your project tour. 

A downloadable copy of this file is available at 

collins.dnagen.org/CollinsProjectTour.pdf 

 

Feel free to ask questions on the Activity Feed! 


